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SAVING LIVES THROUGH THE RESCUE, CARE AND ADOPTION OF HOMELESS CATS AND DOGS.




MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO
MOVING THE MISSION FORWARD

Reflecting on 2025, | am struck by the sheer resilience and heart of this organization. It was a year of profound growth and
evolution, marked by a milestone we are all so proud of: our 30th Anniversary.

Thanks to your unwavering support, we expanded our reach significantly. We cared for 1,067 animals—a 33% increase
over last year—and celebrated a 34% rise in adoptions. These aren't just statistics; they are lives transformed and families
made whole. We also saw our resale boutiques flourish under their new identity, Daisy’s Rescued Goods, which drove a 13%
increase in sales fo directly fund our mission.

However, 2025 was not without ifs hurdles. Economic pressures led to a rise in surrenders, and we faced an exceptionally
grueling kitten season. Our staff navigated weeks of heartbreak and disease with tireless dedication, fighting for every tiny
life. Their courage during those emotionally taxing months is the backbone of Foothills Animal Rescue.

In 2026, our focus is on expanding our reach without outgrowing our roots. While our physical walls remain the same size,
we are expanding our foster program to increase the flow of animals we can save. To support this growth, we have upgraded
our software fo ensure our online presence is userfriendly, making the adoption process seamless for every family. Most
importantly, we are committed to deepening our care through continued learning. Many of our staff are currently undergoing
specialized fraining in cat and dog behavior, ensuring we stay at the forefront of animal welfare. By investing in these
resources and our team’s expertise, we are shortening lengths of stay and improving outcomes for every life in our care.
Through continued learning, we believe we can better serve both the animals in our care and the community who loves them.

Thank you for being a vital part of Foothills Animal Rescue’s journey—here’s to many more years of rescuing, caring and
building brighter futures for animals and families alike.

Sincerely,

- .

Shannon Valenzuela, CEO
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190 DAYS

Milo arrived on March 6, and quickly became a staff favorite
with his playful spirit and love for adventure, though his senior
age and separation anxiety made finding the right home a

challenge. After Lifted Trucks posted a viral video that
captured his heart, Milo was adopted on Aug. 26. He is now
living his best life as the adored companion of a loving
couple. His journey is a reminder that even the happiest dogs
sometimes need exira reassurance fo truly feel at home.

103 DAYS

After losing her lifelong owner, Jillian came into our

care. Despite being 15 years old, she remained curious,
affectionate and always first to greet visitors. To ensure she
_ was as healthy as possible, she underwent a dental procedure
- and had a mass removed from her back while in our care. On
Oct. 7, she found a loving home where she can spend her
golden years surrounded by comfort and companionship. Her
story proves that senior pets still have so much love left to give.

111 DAYS

Buster and Rusty arrived on Jan. 20, as a bonded senior
pair who were scared and unsure at first but soon revealed
their sweet and loving personalities. After months of waiting
U side by side, they were adopted together on May 11, finally
getting the forever home they had been hoping for. Keeping
them together ensured they could continue to provide each
other comfort and confidence.

148 DAYS

Twix arrived on March 23, and after concerns arose about
potential adopters intending to let her live as an indoor/outdoor
cat, our team made the decision to step in and protect her future.
To ensure her safety, she was quietly moved info foster care and
even given a new name— her own version of “witness
protection” —until the situation settled and the right adopter could
be found. On Aug. 18, Twix was adopted by the perfect cat mom
who keeps her safe indoors and loves her exactly as she is.

203 DAYS

Russell arrived on Feb. 9, after his owner experiencing
homelessness made the difficult decision to surrender him,
and he remained closely bonded with his best friend, Cinco.
After 203 days of learning the ropes of indoor life (and even
enjoying treadmill walks), Russell was adopted on Aug. 31,
into a home where he could truly thrive. His journey reflects
the resilience of dogs adjusting to entirely new ways of life.

155 DAYS

Molly came info our care on July 7, after being abandoned
outside the shelter, and quickly showed her sweet, resilient
personality —especially during her time as our beloved office cat,
where she greeted visitors each day. Along the way, she

overcame a series of medical challenges, including dehydration,
dental issues and an asthma diagnosis, all of which she handled
with remarkable ease. On Dec.12, Molly was adopted by a father

and son who were committed to supporting her ongoing care.

225 DAYS

Cinco came fo us Feb. 9, after his owner experiencing
homelessness could no longer care for him, arriving alongside
his best friend, Russell. Over 225 days, he grew from a goofy,
untrained pup into a well-mannered and lovable companion
before finally finding his forever home on Sept. 9. With
patience and guidance, he learned the skills needed to
succeed in a home environment.

168 DAYS

Dusty and Maeve, a bonded mother and son pair, arrived on
Feb.16, shy and unsure, with Maeve eventually blossoming
info a social “hall monitor” while Dusty slowly warmed up to
affection in his own way. Affer 168 days together, they were
adopted on Sept. 22, into a home where they can continue life
side by side. Their story shows how patience can help even the
shyest animals come out of their shells.



When four-year-old George arrived on April 8, 2025, he
made quite the first impression, tipping the scales at a
whopping 24.5 pounds. But beyond his chunky figure was an
irresistibly sweet, gentle cat who quickly stole the hearts of
everyone he met. Volunteers couldn’t help but smile when they
saw him lounging comfortably, soaking up attention and
affection.

George came to us with another cat, Tom, and the two settled
into one of our adoption rooms. Everything seemed perfectly
normal, until Tom was adopted, and George became the sole
occupant of the room. That's when something small—but
critical—was noticed.

Our staff and volunteers, who spend countless hours caring
for and observing the animals, realized that George’s litter
box remained empty after several shifts. Because of their
attentiveness, George was rushed to Arizona Animal
Hospital.

There, it was discovered that George had been trying to
urinate without success. An ulirasound revealed a dangerous
blockage in his urethra caused by urinary crystals, leaving his
bladder severely enlarged and at risk of rupturing. It was a
life-threatening emergency.

Thanks to swift action and the expertise of our veterinary
partners, George received immediate care to relieve the
blockage. Over the next several days, he returned for follow-
up treatment, including an overnight stay for continued
monitoring and care. His journey wasn't easy, but George
remained the same loving, gentle soul throughout it all,
winning over every staff member and volunteer along the
way.

With a new prescription, urinary diet and | - 2

close monitoring, George slowly began LY ¥4

to recover. Day by day, he grew stronger. = TR L
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back to using his litter box and I '

feeling more like himself again.
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Reimagining Resale

What began as Foothills Animal Rescue’s Resale Boutique entered an
exciting new chapter with its rebrand to Daisy’s Rescued Goods. We
celebrated this milestone with a ribbon cutting on Aug.12 and the grand
opening of our new Carefree location on Oct. 4 —ushering in a
refreshed energy and renewed commitment to our mission. With 100%
of proceeds directly supporting Foothills Animal Rescue, this momentum
led to a record-breaking year, generating $1,045,067 in sales.

A First-of-lts-Kind Foster Partnership

On April 17, we launched a partnership with Lone Mountain Memory
Care, where residents help foster our tiniest kittens until they're ready for
adoption. Providing love, comfort and socialization, this unique program
supports the kittens’ growth while creating meaningful, enriching
moments for the residents who care for them.
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$57,230

in spay & neuter surgeries

fo prevent overpopu|ofion, improve |ong—‘rerm
health outcomes and prepare every animal for a
responsib\e and successful Qdopﬂon
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We are often called to step in when situations reach a
critical point, and on Oct. 1, we received a call from
the Humane Society of Yuma after they took in 30
dogs from an abandonment case. Like many shelters
across the state, they were already operating at
capacity, and this sudden influx of animals created an
urgent need for additional support.

Just two days later, our team made the drive to Yuma,
AZ. What we found was a large group of dogs
adjusting to an unfamiliar environment, many showing
signs of fear and stress after everything they had been
through. It was clear these dogs needed time, care
and space to begin their next chapter. in medical supplies
to support doi|y care

After careful evaluation, we brought 14 pets (12 dogs
and two cats) back with us, including 11 directly from
the abandonment case. With our shelter at capacity,
we adapted quickly by utilizing our isolation shelter
space connected to one of our resale stores.

The road to recovery wasn't immediate. Many of these
dogs required medical care, proper nutrition and
extensive socialization to learn to trust people again.
With the unwavering support of our dedicated staff
and volunteers—who showed up day after day to
provide care, comfort and consistency —they slowly
began to feel safe and heal.

Today, every one of these animals has been adopted
into a loving home. What began as an urgent plea
became a powerful reminder of what's possible when
we come fogether to act.



Angel, a two-year-old dog, arrived at Foothills Animal Rescue
on June 16, 2025, after being transferred from the Humane
Society of Yuma, which was facing critical space limitations.

From the beginning, it was clear that Angel was highly
intelligent, but he struggled with consistency and
responsiveness. Without ever having experienced the stability
of a home, he lacked the foundation needed to build trust and
connection with humans. Recognizing his potential, our team
partnered with Destination Dog Training to assess his
behavior and develop a path forward.

In August, Angel was enrolled in a board-and-train program,
with staff regularly visiting to monitor his progress and
reinforce his training. He returned fo the shelter showing
meaningful improvement, though like many dogs with limited
life experience, he continued to have occasional setbacks. To
support his development, volunteers provided doggy day
outings—introducing him to new environments like parks,
coffee shops and community spaces—helping him build
confidence beyond the shelter.

Over the course of 190 days in our care, Angel made steady
progress with the help of dedicated staff, volunteers and
ongoing training. While his journey required patience, our
focus remained on finding the right home —not just the next

one.
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“Angel is now named Jojo
because it was clear he was
no angel. Most importantly,
he now has a loving family,
great yard to play in and
goes on multiple walks or car
rides each day. We love Jojo
and are working daily to
correct his behavior issues.”

87%
Surrender

6%
Return

5%
Transfer
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jack Gustin Chairman
Charlie Kozak Vice-Chair
Cher Maltese Treasurer
Bonnie Ziegler
Holly Bergman
Justin Pasternak
GRANT CONTRIBUTIONS

AZ Blue Cross Blue Shield

Allyn Family Foundation

Florence & Gordon Holland Foundation
Syd and Jan Silverman Foundation
Bob & Renee Parsons Foundation
MCS Charitable Foundation
Silabration Giving Fund

Innate Healthcare Institute

Johnson & Johnson
Vibrant Smiles
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Shannon Valenzuela Chief Executive Officer

Lana Shapiro
Tamie Murillo
Emily Sathis

Tina McCabe

PARTNERS

Arizona Animal Hospital
Destination Dog Training
Maren Sater Photography
PAWS Spay Neuter Clinic

Bark & Bubbles
Thrive Pet Care
PACC911

Chief Advancement Officer
Director of Shelter Operations
Director of Community Engagement
Director of Resale Operations

The Community Rescue Project
Zoom Room Scottsdale

BRYNNE SMITH

WEMORIAL CAMPUS




B support@foothillsanimal.org @) foothillsanimal.org & 480-488-9890



