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What a Year!

- Message from the CEO

| continue to be amazed by the progress of Foothills
Animal Rescue (FAR). In 2021 we started an extensive
enrichment and behavior modification program. This program
has helped the animals in our care become more adoptable.
Animals like Hank, who came to FAR in September of 2021.

When he arrived, he was overwhelmed and a little
defensive. We noticed Hank hiding under his bed when we
passed his room, and he was hesitant to leave his room for
walks and playtime. Our enrichment team welcomed him into
our enrichment program where he began to participate with
confidence-building exercises, volitional training and games
that encourage problem solving. This proved to be very
effective for Hank.

Shortly after, we started to see an energetic dog who
wanted attention. He became the “me first” kind of guy,
and we were so happy with his progress. Sadly, Hank was
overlooked for a few weeks, and the team decided to
expand his training to give him an edge. Our volunteers
started working with him on free shaping techniques, and in
just sessions, Hank was exceeding everyone’s expectations.
Hank learned to press a recorded button with his paw that
told him to sit and he followed the command given by the
voice recording. These skills were Hanks'’s ticket to
adoption — he was adopted a short time later. This was
possible because of the dedication of our staff and
volunteers working with him daily.

Because of your continued support, we're able to l
accomplish our mission of saving lives through rescue, care £ i %
and adoption. | am excited to see what 2022 brings our way. i

Shannon Valenzuela




- 2021 Shelter Summary

ADOPTIONS

151
Dog

94
Puppy
220
Cat

262
Kitten

727
Total
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Why are our intake and adoption numbers
decreasing? Great question! Over the past
couple of years, we’ve seen an increase in the
amount of time the pets are in our care. That’s
because we are focusing on helping animals that
have medical conditions and behavior issues.
We want our pets to thrive in their new homes,
and sometimes that means that they stay with us
longer until they are adoptable. Some of our
dogs and cats have special requirements that
not all potential adopters can provide. These are
all factors that may lead to animals being with us
for weeks or months. However, we remain
dedicated to finding them homes regardless of
how long that may take.

Volunteer Impact
for 2021

We could not do what we do without the dedication of
our incredible FAR volunteers. In 2021, nearly 500 volun-
teers gave nearly 14,000 hours of donated time to enrich
the lives of our shelter animals. Whether they were walking
dogs, cuddling cats, helping at our events or working in our
resale boutique, these dedicated animal lovers are here to
help in any way needed by FAR. For that, we are forever
grateful to each and every volunteer.




Resale Boutique

We continue to be amazed by the immense growth of our two
Resale Boutiques. 2021 was our most successful year to date. In
2021 we started an expansion renovation at our Scottsdale location
that will allow 800 extra square feet of shopping space. Our
Carefree Boutique has expanded as well to allow us to accept
furniture at this location. Whether you make a purchase or donate i
your gently used items, you are helping every animal in our care.

Purrfect Timing!

This stunning little girl arrived at our rescue on May 20 of 2021.
Endora was pretty much semi-feral at best. She did not appreciate
being touched when she arrived. She was brought to FAR by a nice
lady that found her wandering on the golf course. She had
witnessed a couple of other cats get snapped up and taken away by
coyotes, so she could not stand the thought of that happening to this
little kitty. She thought maybe somebody dumped this kitty, as there
are many seasonal visitors in that community. At the time, she had a
very demanding career and traveled frequently, so she was not able
to keep this little girl. She decided it would be best to surrender her
to Foothills Animal Rescue.

Over the months, Endora became more tolerative. Fast forward
to December 2021, this same lady had changed careers and was
now looking for pets and was browsing several websites. She
remembered where she had surrendered this beautiful kitty, so
she thought she would look at the Foothills Animal Rescue website.
She saw a kitty that looked very similar to the one that she had
surrendered. She immediately reached out to us the next day via
email to meet this kitty that she thought was the same one she had
surrendered many months earlier. She arranged to come in and
meet this special kitty.

Indeed, it was the same kitty she had surrendered months ago. Extra-long story short, Endora, now
Aries, is living an absolutely amazing life with some beautiful people and now has a new sibling dog
that she adores.

Please adopt and don’t shop. There are so many amazing fur babies out there that will thrive in
the right homes!

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Brynne Smith Memorial Campus Adoption Center — 10197 E. Bell Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85260
Scottsdale Resale Boutique — 23030 N. Pima Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85255
Resale Boutique Carefree — 7202 E. Ho Rd, Suite C, Carefree, AZ 85377



